
 
 
 
Dean v Utica (2004) clarified much that was vague in Hazelwood.  
 
The Arrow, the student paper at Utica High School in Utica, Michigan, had attempted to 
publish an article about a couple, the Frances, who were suing the school district, 
claiming the idling diesel buses in the school garage next to their home had caused the 
husband’s cancer.  The principal ordered the students to pull the story, an accompanying 
editorial and a cartoon.  The students published a black box with the word “Censored” 
across it in white lettering, and an editorial on censorship.  A local newspaper later 
published Dean’s censored article. 
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